
Minutes	
NACS	General	Assembly	2017	
June	8,	2017,	12.00	am‐01.00	pm			
Århus	University	
	
NACS	board	member	Ane	Bislev	opened	the	meeting.		
	
1.	Ane	Bislev	(AB)	was	elected	as	chair	of	the	general	assembly	and	Liisa	Kauppila	(LK)	was	
elected	as	secretary	of	the	meeting.		
	
2.	The	proposed	meeting	agenda	was	approved.	It	was,	however,	agreed	that	the	election	of	the	
new	treasurer	would	not	take	place	in	the	assembly.	
		
3.	The	minutes	from	the	last	general	assembly	held	in	Uppsala	in	2015	were	approved	without	
amendments.			

	
4.	Chairman	of	the	board	Andreas	Steen	(AS)	provided	a	short	report	on	NACS	activities	2015‐
2017.	 i)	AS	and	AB	worked	on	preparing	 the	2017	conference,	which	 started	by	deciding	a	
theme	 for	 the	 conference	 and	 continued	 by	 finding	 the	 necessary	 financial	 support.	 All	 the	
funding	 applications	 were	 positively	 received,	 with	 Carlsberg	 Foundation	 being	 the	 major	
source	 of	 funding.	 It	 had	 a	 very	 suitable	 funding	 opportunity	 related	 to	 next	 generation	 of	
scholars,	which	also	provided	generous	support	for	every	PhD	Candidate.	In	December	2016	it	
was	confirmed	that	 the	keynote	presenters	could	be	 invited.	After	 that	e‐mails	were	sent	 to	
board	members.	 ii)	The	 issue	of	 including	 the	Baltic	 states	 in	NACS	had	not	made	progress,	
given	the	lack	of	responses	from	the	Baltic	countries’	side.	iii)	The	call	for	papers	was	sent	out	
more	 broadly	 than	 has	 been	 done	 in	 the	 past.	 This	 was	 very	 positively	 received;	 many	
academics	outside	the	Nordic	countries	participated	in	the	conference.		
	

	
5.	NACS	accounts	2015‐2017.	AB	presented	the	accounts	for	the	years	2015‐2017,	prepared	
by	the	previous	NACS	treasurer	Helena	Löthman	(HL),	who	herself	was	absent.	Due	to	family	
reasons,	the	standing	treasurer	Li	Silfverberg	(LS)	was	not	able	to	complete	her	term,	which	is	
why	HL	provided	the	account	report.	Furthermore,	due	to	LS’s	situation,	NACS	board	did	not	
know	until	two	days	before	the	conference	what	the	financial	situation	of	NACS	is.	The	outgoing	
balance	for	2017	amounts	to	19	476,	70	SEK.	Furthermore,	AB	clarified	that	NACS	website	is	
free	and	maintained	by	the	webmaster	Jesper	Zeuthen	(JZ),	who	gets	a	compensation	for	his	
work.	 	 It	was	 concluded	 that	NACS	needs	 to	 find	 a	new	 treasurer,	who	must	 be	 in	 Sweden	
(where	the	accounts	are)	for	practical	and	administrative	reasons.	The	economic	report	was	
approved.		

	
AB	read	the	auditor	Fredrik	Fällman’s	(FF)	report	on	the	financial	situation	of	NACS.	Having	
found	the	 financial	report	by	HL	to	be	satisfactory,	FF’s	suggestion	was	 to	grant	 freedom	of	
responsibility	to	the	board.	The	GA	granted	freedom	of	responsibility	to	the	NACS	treasurer	as	
well	as	the	board	of	2015‐2017.			
	
6.	NACS	membership	fee.	The	current	membership	fee	of	NACS	is	20€,	which	has	been	taken	
from	the	conference	registration	fee.	A	slight	rise	from	20	€	to	25	€	was	proposed	for	NACS	to	



be	able	to	cover	the	board	members	travel	expenses,	and	the	compensation	of	the	webmaster.	
The	GA	agreed.			
	
7.	Election	of	 the	new	board.	The	 composition	of	 the	board	 is	 regulated	 in	NACS	 statutes	
according	to	which	each	member	state	has	two	ordinary	members	and	two	deputy	members	
safe	 for	 Iceland	 (which	 has	 one	 plus	 one	 member).	 Suggested	 members	 were:	 Denmark:	
Andreas	 Steen,	 Aarhus	 University	 and	 Ane	 Bislev,	 Aalborg	 University.	 Deputies:	 Mikkel	
Bunkenborg,	 Copenhagen	 University	 and	 Nis	 Høyrup	 Christensen,	 Copenhagen	 Business	
School.	Finland:	Liisa	Kauppila,	University	of	Turku	and	Sanna	Kopra,	University	of	Lapland.	
Deputies:	 Kaisa	 Kantola,	 University	 of	 Helsinki	 and	 Elina	 Sinkkonen,	 Finnish	 Institute	 for	
International	 Affairs.	Norway:	 Zhao	 Shouhui,	 University	 of	 Bergen	 (NACS	 Chairman	 2017–
2019)	and	Hedda	Flatö,	Fafo.	Deputies:	Shang	Guowen,	University	of	Bergen	and	Kristin	Dalen,	
Fafo.	 	 Sweden:	 Nicholas	 Loubere,	 Lund	 University and	 Lisa	 Lindkvist	 Zhang,	 Heidelberg	
University.	 Deputies:	 Marina	 Thorborg,	 Södertörn	 University	 and	 Christian	 Nordvall,	 Hong	
Kong	 University.	 Iceland:	 Geir	 Sigurdsson,	 University	 of	 Iceland	 and	 Magnús	 Björnsson,	
Confucius	Institute	(deputy).		
	
The	proposal	for	new	board	members	was	accepted.				
	
8.	Election	of	the	NACS	auditor	2017‐2019.	Fredrik	Fällman	was	elected	to	continue	as	the	
NACS	auditor	2017‐2019.		
	
9.	NACS	Facebook	group	and	website.	NACS	webmaster	JZ	presented	the	Facebook	page	and	
reported	that	–	for	the	time	being	–	the	content	is	mainly	related	to	Denmark	and	Finland.	It	
was	discussed	that	FB	is	used	rather	than	the	FB.	The	GA	participants	agreed	to	attract	more	
Swedish	and	Norwegian	PhDs	to	FB.	It	was	proposed	that	the	conference	programme	and	the	
abstracts	will	be	added	on	the	website.		
	
It	was	suggested	that	each	NACS	member’s	area	of	research	and	affiliation	would	be	added	to	
the	website.	However,	it	was	argued	that	this	would	require	a	volunteer	who	would	take	up	the	
task.	The	GA	participants	found	the	topic	problematic,	because	many	scholars	attend	NACS	only	
once	and	their	affiliations	change	frequently.	The	GA	chose	not	to	proceed	with	the	issue	for	
now.		

	
10.	Proposals/other	 issues/future	NACS.	 i)	NACS	 has	 suffered	 from	 the	 fact	 that	 senior	
researchers	do	not	attend	the	conference.	It	was	argued	that	this	is	in	contradiction	with	the	
original	 purpose	 of	 NACS,	 which	 was	 to	 get	 MA	 and	 PhD	 students	 together	 and	 create	 an	
environment	where	they	can	meet	senior	researchers.	Some	participants	commented	that	 it	
does	not	matter	whether	the	participants	are	students	or	senior	researchers;	it	is	the	range	of	
topics	that	matters,	whereas	others	emphasised	that	NACS	should	not	be	too	much	of	a	“training	
ground”	and	at	least	the	keynote	speakers	should	be	well‐known	scholars.	Sending	out	the	call	
more	 broadly	 (as	 was	 done	 this	 time)	 was	 seen	 as	 one	 workable	 solution.	 The	 member	
universities	would,	however,	continue	to	be	Scandinavian	institutions.	It	was	emphasised	that	
in	the	future	the	call	must	reach	the	Baltic	countries	–	despite	the	funding	issues	they	might	
have.	 ii)	NACS	has	not	 had	 very	many	 Swedish	participants.	 The	GA	participants	 found	 the	
timing	 (the	 first	 week	 of	 June)	 as	 one	 possible	 reason	 for	 the	 absence	 of	 Swedes.	 It	 was	
suggested	 that	 organising	 the	 conference	 one	week	 later	 could	 be	 a	 better	 option.	 	 iii)	 The	
importance	 of	 the	 conference	 theme	was	 emphasised.	 It	 was	 suggested	 that	 having	 a	 very	
focused	topic	 is	good,	as	 this	year’s	conference	demonstrated.	 iv)	Funding	options	 for	 joint‐



conferences	were	discussed.	NIAS	could	possibly	organise	a	conference	together	with	Iceland.	
Organising	joint	conferences	would	also	be	a	good	way	to	get	the	Baltics	to	participate	in	the	
association.	v)	Helsinki	University	has	expressed	its	willingness	to	organise	the	conference	in	
2021.	 	 vi)	 Turku	 University	 wants	 to	 increase	 the	 level	 of	 Chinese	 language	 teaching	
collaboration	on	an	advanced	 level.	One	possible	 alternative	would	be	 to	organise	 a	Nordic	
online	course.	Turku	University	and	Aarhus	University	will	discuss	the	issue	in	the	future	and	
include	NACS	in	the	planning.						
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
				


