
Minutes  

NACS General Assembly 2019 

June 14, 2019, 16-15-17.15 

University of Bergen, Sydneshaugen skole 

NACS board member Kristin Dalen opened the meeting. 

1. Kristin Dalen was elected as chair of the general assembly and Hedda Flatø was elected 
as secretary of the meeting.  
 

2. The proposed meeting agenda was approved. 
 

3. The minutes from the last general assembly held in Århus in 2017 were approved 
without amendments. 
 

4. Chairman of the board Zhao Shouhui provided a short report on NACS activities 2017-
2019. Zhao Shouhui, Shang Guowen, Hedda Flatø and Kristin Dalen worked on preparing 
the 2019 conference, which started by deciding a theme for the conference and 
applying for funding from the Norwegian Research Council (NRC).  In Fall 2018 the NRC 
granted conference funding of NOK 200.000. In Spring 2019, the Nordic Institute for 
Asian Studies (NIAS) generously granted NOK 15.450 for the purpose of financing three 
Young Scholar Awards. A few publishing houses paid small fees for including publication 
materials in conference folders. Altogether, this funding was sufficient for covering 
necessary expenses for the conference, although the budget constraints did not allow 
for excesses. Thus, the organizers aimed for implementing Nordic principles – be green, 
simple and economic. Administrative personnel and PhD candidates from University of 
Bergen provided valuable assistance with practical conference arrangements, as did a 
number of volunteers. Organizers encountered a number of practical challenges, and 
several lessons have been learned which may improve NACS conferences in the future. 
The Chairman considered the most positive aspect of the conference to be the high  
conference participation rate and strong engagement among those involved.  
 

5. NACS accounts.  
i) Treasurer Marina Thorborg presented NACS accounts for the years 2017-2019, 
prepared by the previous NACS treasurer Helena Löthman, who herself was absent. 
NACS currently holds three bank accounts, which by June 2017 altogether held SEK 
33156.61, distributed over a main account (SEK 32576.92), a flexible account (SEK 
520.19), and a hand account (SEK 59.60). During the time since passed, NACS had 
incomes of SEK 11841.69, which were made by the 2017 NACS conference and included 
membership fees. Expenses during the accounting period amounted to SEK 1530 for 
connection and internet. Thus, the total income-expense balance during 2017-2019 was 
SEK 10311.69. The total sum of NACS accounts as of May 2019 is SEK 43468.30.  
ii) Auditor Fredrik Fällman reported that he had submitted his auditing report in 



Swedish, in case Swedish tax authorities request the report. The auditor found accounts 
to be in satisfactory order. However he found it noteworthy that the economic report 
this year again was prepared by the former treasurer Helena Löthman, and that the new 
board needs to find a solution to the situation. Although he expressed no doubts about 
the good order of the accounts, Fredrik Fällman suggested that the board or NACS 
should be given freedom of responsibility to appoint a new treasurer.  
iii) NACS member Jyrki Kallio motioned that the board is given freedom of responsibility 
for auditing accounts. The motion was approved by the General Assembly.  
 

6. Kristin Dalen suggested that the conference fee of EUR 25, which was raised from 20 to 
25 euros in 2017, should remain stable at EUR 25 until after the 2021 conference. 
Another raise in membership fee may be discussed at the 2021 General Assembly in 
Finland. The motion was approved.  
 

7. Election of new board. The composition of the board is regulated in NACS statutes 
according to which each member state has two ordinary members and two deputy 
members safe for Iceland (which has one plus one member). The following new board 
were elected.  
Norway: Guowen Shang, University of Bergen and Hedda Flatø, University of Oslo. 
Deputies: Kristin Dalen, Fafo and Dian Liu, University of Stavanger 
Denmark: Andreas Steen, Aarhus University and Ane Bislev, Aalborg University.    
Deputies: Mikkel Bunkenborg, Copenhagen University, Nis Høyrup Christensen,     
Copenhagen Business School. 
Sweden: Marina Thorborg, Södertörn University and Fredrik Fällman, University of 
Gothenburg. Deputies: Christian Nordvall, Hong Kong University and Lisa Lindkvist 
Zhang, Heidelberg University.  
Iceland: Geir Sigurdsson, University of Iceland. Deputy: Haflidi Sævarsson, University of 
Iceland.  
Finland: Julie Yu-Wen Chen, University of Helsinki and Liisa Kauppila University of Turku. 
Deputies: Matti Puranen, University of Jyväskylä and Tiina Airaksinen, UoH. 
 

8. Kristin Dalen informed the General Assembly about suggestions sent to board members 
ahead of the meeting by auditor Fredrik Fällman. In the email, Fällman suggested to 
restructure accounts from three to one account; employ digital accounting; and apply 
for exemption for tax return report, which can be done every five years in Sweden. Since 
NACS is registered in Sweden and accounts are located there, the NACS treasurer and 
auditor should be based in Sweden. Fredrik Fällman and Marina Thorborg have now 
become members of the Board and can no longer hold the positions of auditor and 
treasurer. Kristin Dalen suggested that the new board be given freedom of responsibility 
to restructure the accounting procedures and recruit a new treasurer and a new 
auditor. The motion was approved.  
 



9. Kristin Dalen suggested that the Board be given freedom of responsibility to appoint an 
election committee consisting of one member from each country, preferably for a 
duration of 4 years at a time. The motion was approved.  


